
As we end our 5  week of this year, we are still enjoying great
weather and a host of opportunities within school. 

th

Thank you to everyone who joined us for our Harvest Festival this
week, including so many friends from the wider Great Horwood
community. It was wonderful to come together to celebrate and give
thanks. A huge thank you to Carolyn for so kindly opening the
church to us and for the warm welcome she extended to all who
attended. We are also looking forward to welcoming parents into
school for our parent meetings next week, which provide a valuable
opportunity to let you know how your child has settled in this term.

At the recent AGM, it was clear just how valuable our PTFA is to the
life of the school. Their dedication, enthusiasm and generosity of
time make an enormous difference to the opportunities we can
provide for our children. As a school, we are incredibly grateful for
everything they do and particularly thankful that, as busy working
parents, they are willing to take time out of their own schedules to
support the school community. We would love to grow the team
further and warmly encourage anyone who is interested to get
involved. The overview below highlights just some of the ways the
PTFA has supported the school over the past year, with even more
exciting opportunities and events planned for the year ahead.

Finally, some great news to share... I am delighted to report that this
week was our HIGHEST attendance this year, and indeed over the
last year too. This time last year, our attendance for the first month
was 92.1%, this month we have averaged 94.1% which sounds like a
small increment, but is a huge improvement. In fact, this week, we
have peaked at 95.6% which is absolutely great! Our target is 96%
and I have a firm belief we can get there if we work together. We
have already improved from 92.5% in our first week to 96.2% this
week. 
If your child is feeling a bit under the weather, send them in, we will
keep a close eye on them and call you if they deteriorate. We know
that if you aren’t feeling too well, you feel at your worst in the
morning but often children improve once they get going!
Thank you so much for helping us improve attendance, it really does
matter to us. 
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We had some visitors to nursery this week in
the form of Caramel & Fudge...the guinea
pigs! They were eagerly anticipated and the
children enjoyed a full day of looking after
them, feeding them and stroking them. they
showed great care and gentleness in
handing them. 

We are continuing to improve!
Well done everyone for your attitude towards
being in school.

This week’s attendance data:
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The PTFA raised over £13,000 last year!
Money that enriched the experiences of

all our pupils. 
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ONLINE SAFETYONLINE SAFETYONLINE SAFETY   ONLINE SAFETY 
Whatsapp - whilst it is a regular part of our everyday lives and seemingly harmless,

there is a need to raise awareness about both the age limit and potential risks in
children using it. 

It was incredible to see the generosity and kindness of our school community in action during the Harvest
Festival. Watching the endless donations of packets, cans, boxes and bottles heading towards the alter at 
St James’ was a humbling sight. Thank you so much to each and every person who brought something
along. It will all be taken to the MK Food bank  and distributed from there to people in need.
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Autumn term diary dates. Please
speak to your child’s class teacher
if you need clarity on any of these

events. 

Date Event

Tuesday 6th October Parents’ Evening - 3.30 - 5.30pm

Thursday 8th October Parents’ Evening - 4-5pm

Friday October 16th PTFA Non - Uniform Day

Friday 16th October End of half term

Monday 2nd November Autumn 2 Term begins

Wednesday 11th
November

Remembrance Worship 10.40am

Friday 13th November Children in Need & GHS Talent Final
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Date Event

3rd December Dressing of the tree, 2pm School Hall

4th December School Christmas Fete

8th December Acorns & Conkers Nativity Performance 10am

9th December Acorns & Conkers Nativity Performance 2pm

11th December PTFA: Elfridges!

17th December Christmas Carols 2pm, School Hall

Friday 18th December Last day of term

Still to be confirmed...
School 

Christmas 
Dinner
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